‘ WHITE-TAILED DEER SUMMARY 2025-2026:
A DEKALB COUNTY

=

e Forest Wildlife Program, lllinois Department of Natural Resources

S

County Size: 634 square miles

Year Opened to Deer Hunting: 1960

Firearm,
Record Harvest: 659 (2005) 137, 33%
Average Harvest (previous 10 years): 355 Muz120|/e, 3,
Total 2025-2026 Harvest (all seasons): 413 Archery, Youth, 4,
223, 54% 1%
Permits issued/quota 2025-2026 (excludes
landowner; archery and youth are statewide):
Firearm: 658/1500 Muzzle: 50/275
CWD: 41

500 ~-ernmmeremmeereme Recent Harvest (all seasons)
Chronic Wasting Disease Detected: Yes

T
Check Station Location: Shabbona Lake SP ., i — )
CWD Season in 2026-2027: Yes. CWD hasand |l — 1T 1| |
continues to be detected in this county. CWD 300 1 T
season allows for extra hunter harvest to reduce 250 11 | [~ .
deer density and disease transmission. 200 4 ARE g% &
Number tested for CWD in 2025-26: 148 ::Z IE & T :
CWD positive deer in 2025-26: 12 50 1
IDNR sharpshooting: 35 deer were removed via B S Q. I ..
sharpshooting which is used to supplement hunter RW WtA Wh v H v Wtb WB WT v
harvest, allows localized deer reductions in known -~cc€nt Archery Harvest oy Sow 1ype
CWD positive areas to reduce transmission rates Type 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
and environmental contamination. Compound 102 87 110 110 76

Crossbow 109 96 131 129 147

16% Traditional 1 3 1 2 0

14% Total 212 186 242 241 223

12%

10% Age/Sex Composition of Recent Harvest (%)

8% 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

M-Adult 259 285 28.3 314 36.3
M- Yearling 22.0 204 27.2 19.7 19.6
M-Fawn 135 123 87 103 7.0
F-Adult 33.3 29.7 29.6 32.6 30.3
F - Fawn 52 90 62 6.0 6.8

6%
4%
2%

M - Adult = 2.5 and older; F - Adult = 1.5 and older
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