WHITE-TAILED DEER SUMMARY 2025-2026:
EFFINGHAM COUNTY

Forest Wildlife Program, lllinois Department of Natural Resources

County Size: 480 square miles

Year Opened to Deer Hunting: 1971

Muzzle,
31, 2%

Firearm,

Record Harvest: 2,207 (2024) 1,094, 50%

Average Harvest (previous 10 years): 1,748 Youth,

Total 2025-2026 Harvest (all seasons): 2,180 118, 5%

Archery,

Permits issued/quota 2025-2026 (excludes
683, 31%

landowner; archery and youth are statewide):
Firearm: 2700/2700 Muzzle: 355/355

Late Winter: 114

2500 Recent Harvest (all seasons)

Chronic Wasting Disease Detected: Yes
Check Station Loc.: None at this time. 2,000 oeomrmmse e

CWD Season in 2026-2027: Yes. CWD was P —
detected for the first in this county in 2025. CWD —
season allows for extra hunter harvest to reduce

deer density and disease transmission. 1,000 -

1,685
1,831
1,813
1,838
1,864
2,207
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1,294
1,350

Number tested for CWD in 2025-26: 48

1,541

500 -

CWD positive deer in 2025-26: 1

IDNR sharpshooting: 0 deer were removed via SO I S R A G e

sharpshooting. IDNR does not plan to use "’

sharpshooting as a management tool in Effingham -Recent Archery Harvest by Bow Type
County.. Type 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Compound 369 316 330 366 350
Crossbhow 327 293 286 383 330
. Traditional 8 3 3 4 3

6.0% Total 704 612 619 753 683

5.0% Age/Sex Composition of Recent Harvest (%)

4.0% 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

3.0%
2.0%
1.0%
0.0%

M-Adult 276 224 27.8 261 254
M- Yearling 179 17.0 18.5 16.2 15.6
M-Fawn 118 111 82 9.0 10.0
F-Adult 351 395 385 405 404
F - Fawn 76 100 70 83 8.7

D AP
M - Adult = 2.5 and older; F - Adult = 1.5 and older
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